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Get The Truth To Our Youth 
OUR FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE 


By Virgil A. Smith, M. Ed., B. A., B.S. 





“What had to happen? The ignorance, 
the laziness, the pusillanimity, the per- 
petual fickleness and the credulousness 
of Western governments enabled Russia 
to achieve suceessively every one of her 
aims.” 

Karl Marx 
New York Tribune, 
April 19, 1853 


We are in Moscow. It is October, 1945. 
V-J Day is not long past. Many people feel 
that the world is at peace. However, most 
of our staff of the American Embassy, Mos- 
cow, U.S.S.R., seem to share the opinion 
that there is no peace on this earth so long 
as the Red Star hangs over the Kremlin. 
Members of our Embassy staff were con- 
stantly followed in their travels about Mos- 
cow. This ex-member knows he was. Pze- 
quently he could spot the NKVD agent tail- 
ing him. 

Freedom! How many Americans under- 
stand the meaning of this priceless heritage? 
After World War II, I was able to see first- 
hand the complete lack of freedom of the 
Soviet citizen. For example, when we want 
to take a trip, we simply get into our car 
and go. But if a Russian citizen wishes to 
travel, he must first go to the NKVD 
(Political Police) in his city to obtain a 
travel permit. He must have this permit to 
buy a railway ticket. Then when he arrives 
at his destination he must register immed- 
iately with the NKVD there, listing his home 
address, the purpose of his stay, place of 
residence in that town or city, and the 
length of his visit. 


When we wish to leave our job for better 
employment, we simply resign and depart. 
Not so with Ivan! He must take his work 
eard to his plant manager to have him sign 
and stamp it with a work release, It is very 
unlikely the plant manager will do this, 
since there is a perennial labor shortage in 
the U.S.S.R. If Ivan leaves his job without 
a work release, he becomes a deserter and 
is to be punished with the same severity as 
a deserter from the Red Army. These are 
just two of many examples of why our free- 
doms are worth cherishing dearly. 

As a former schoolman of five years, it 
is one of my strongest convictions, growing 
stronger with each passing day, that Ameri- 
ean Histery, American Government, and 
Civics courses taught in our schools must 
be taken out of their backward looking, 

_ Nineteenth Century approach. These courses 

_ must be brought into 1963 focus! How? We, 
the American people, must urge every state 

_ legislature immediately to make provision 
for a course in American Citizenship. 


= both public and private, in our country is 
ive young Americans an intelligent under- 
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- schools are the negligence, 
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we not expect.citizen teachers to give them 
strong support? Democracy and education 
alike have a strong base in respect for the 
individual. 


In sharp contrast to the aggressive propa- 
ganda work of Soviet Russia’s totalitarian 
aloofness, and 
even apologetic attitude towards so-called 
democratic ideals and institutions that are 
often exhibited in American schools. In the 
main our schools and teachers are like our 
citizens. They take “democracy” for granted 
and do little about it one way or the other. 

Dr. Irby Carruth, Superintendent of Austin 
Public Schools, was a visitor in the U.S.S.R. 
for one month in 1936. To me he made the 
following observation, “Most Americans have 
as little appreciation for their rights, liberties, 
and freedoms as they have for the air they 
breathe.” Unfortunately, all that I can add 
to this is a very solemn Amen, 

Many teachers offer nothing which would 
make their students aware that they are 
citizens of the world’s largest and most 
powerful republic. And the most vivid aware- 
ness of this fact is not enough. 

Understandings, beliefs, appreciations and 
loyalties are the goals that must-be sought. 
Self-indoctrination is not just an occasional 
necessity, to- be resorted to in times of 
crisis. The present-day threat by a Godless, 
totalitarian Soviet Russia brings the need 
into sharper focus. 

There are many books and a wealth of 
material on this. subject that can be readily 
edapted to the classroom. Communist Theory 
is a “hollow shell” of talk which seeks to 
prove there is no God, as well as other ab- 
surdities. We may say to any Communist, 
“Your brutal and deceitful actions today and 
























It is with sad hearts we announce the } 
| death of Conde McGinley, our leader and 
| inspiration, on July 1, 1963. He has | 

carry on this | 






HIS WORK IS DONE F 


over the years speak so loud we cannot hear 
your words.” Better yet, we may well listen 
carefully to Jesus Christ who said, “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 


Five questions we may ask ourselves are: 

(1) Who has been winning the wars, hot 
and cold? 

On December 7, 1941, the . communisi: 
police state held a strangle hold on only the 
U.S.S.R. with its two hundred million people 
and a land area two and a half times that of 
the United States. Now, what is the picture? 
Communist dominated countries contain one 
billion people and a land area twice that of 
the U.S.S.R. prior to World War II. Today; 
the free world grows smaller and smaller. 
We now have only two billion people outside 
the “Iron Curtain.” 


(2) What would be the odds for or against 
an attorney winning a given case if he knew 
only_a few of the facts concerning the..case 


-and had no personal convictions? 


(3) How can our American people come 
to understand and appreciate their rights, 
liberties, and freedoms? Many of us take 
these sacred trusts for granted. 

If our public schools do not immediately 
begin to take the necessary steps to see that 
American youth are taught to identify and 
study the “Cancer of Communism,” it will 
continue its march toward world domination 


(4) Are we really afraid of Communism? 
You bet we are; particularly those of us who 
have seen it take over country after country 
and erush the liberty and lives of one 
billion people. We do not want that to happen 
in the United States. 

(5) In these times of hot war and cold 
war, should not the Federal Government 
encourage the adoption of such a course or 
one similar to it? Many teachers with whom 
I have spoken feel the “Realities of Commut- 
nism” should be taught to our youth. The 
Federal Government is today paying a por- 
tion of salary of Vocational Agriculture 
and Home Economics teachers. Is not the 
cause of national defense and morale equally, 
important? 

If the American people who feel that our 
youth should be taught the TRUTH, which 
is very anti-communistic, will make known 
their eonvictions to their elected represen- 
tatives, we shall see this vital GAP in our 
American school curriculum filled. 

Freedom can be kept only by vigilance, 
use, and practice. Eighteen countries have 


lost their freedem because their people slept. 


To say that it cannot happen in North 
America is to talk in a fool’s paradise. 

The duty to listen is an important in- 
gredient in our system of freedom. Like 


shareholders in any business we need to 


exercise control over those to whom we 
delegate management jobs. 3 







